
PARACHUTE DOWNSIZING 

*  This chart supersedes the chart by Brian Germaine, previously shown in the Canopy Pilot Guide. 

As a guide to canopy downsizing, APF has produced the following chart and an overview of downsizing criteria.  For more detailed explanatory notes,  
as well as descriptions of essential in-flight manoeuvres, see the APF Canopy Pilot Guide.  The parachute sizes pertain to the smallest parachute of the dual 
parachute system (main or reserve). 

Canopy Downsizing Chart* 
• The chart is based on Total Exit Weight = Jumper + all equipment (exit weights shown in kilograms across the top). 
• The number of jumps already achieved are shown down the left column, with the corresponding canopy minimum square-footage shown for each 

weight.  Jumpers are welcome to use a larger canopy than specified in the chart. 
• Recommendations are for the average jumper who does less than 200 jumps per year. 

 
 

• Size must be increased as necessary to reflect relevant variables – see explanation and additional details in the APF Canopy Pilot Guide.
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