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SUBJECT: PIONEER HI-LIFTER TANDEM CANOPY REINFORCEMENT 
  

STATUS: MANDATORY  
  

IDENTIFICATION: Pioneer Hi-Lifter main and reserve canopies used in Tandem 
equipment. 

  
BACKGROUND: Some years ago when Tandem parachuting was first introduced the 

Tandem Vector parachute system was limited to sub-terminal 
deployment. (Tandem 'terminal velocity' is substantially higher than 
terminal velocity for a single person system). It was found that if  
deployment was delayed to 'tandem terminal velocity' the canopy 
was susceptible to damage. A terminal reserve deployment was 
recognised as a real possibility on any descent where a main 
parachute malfunction occurred. On the basis of in-service 
experience the Relative Workshop  released a directive requiring the 
Pioneer Hi-Lifter to be modified to withstand the forces of accidental 
deployment at 'tandem terminal'. (At the time it was believed all 
canopies in service had been modified so a RAC was never 
published). 
 

 A recent accident in the United Kingdom involving a Pioneer Hi-
Lifter canopy, which had never been modified, suggests there may be 
other canopies in circulation which also have not been modified. 

  
MANUFACTURER 

ADVISORY: 
Tandem parachute equipment which incorporates a Pioneer Hi-Lifter 
canopy as a main and/or reserve shall be withdrawn from service 
until the modification (detailed on page 2 through 8 following) has 
been incorporated. 

  
COMPLIANCE DATE: Before further use. 
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