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SUBJECT APF Policy for  use of ‘Rapide Links’ on personal parachutes 
  

STATUS Mandatory 
  

IDENTIFICATION Malion Rapide No 4 SWL  180kg 
 Malion Rapide No 5 SWL  280kg 
 Malion Rapide No 6 SWL  400kg 
 Unmarked other brands 

 

 

BACKGROUND In recent years a number of parachute manufactures have offered 
their parachute canopies on ‘Rapide Links’ as an alternative to the 
‘Separable’ and ‘Speed Links’ in widespread use. 

  
 The most common type used is the Malion Rapide Link 

manufactured in France. These are identifiable by the manufacturers 
name, the link size and the safe working load (SWL) stamped into 
the link along its side.. 
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 There are other brands available and these must be considered 

suspect unless a manufacturers name and SWL markings are present. 
An inferior unmarked link is available which is easily identified as 
the barrel has sharp corners which may cause damage to rigging lines 
and slider grommets during parachute deployment. 

  
 The SWL is a term which is not generally used in parachute rigging. 
  
 SWL is generally defined as 20% of the ultimate strength. 
  
 The proof load used in parachute rigging is generally defined as the 

load which when applied causes no permanent deformation of the 
part. The proof load is generally agreed to be 50 % of the ultimate 
strength. 

  
 It is reasonable then to rate Rapide Links by proof load. 
  
 First establish their ultimate load (ie multiply SWL x 5). Then divide 

the resulting value by 2 (ie 50%) to arrive at a proof load value. 
  

APF POLICY Rapide Links may be substituted for separable links or speed links as 
directed by the canopy manufacturer. Where no direction has been 
made by the manufacturer Rapid Links may be substituted for 
separable links or speed links by using a link of equivalent proof load 
value. 

  
 NOTE: It may be necessary to substitute 4 Rapide Links for two 

connector links to achieve the equivalent proof load value. 
  
 The equivalent proof load value for Malion Rapide Links would be: 
  
 Malion No 4   180kg x 5 / 2 = 450kg (990 lbs) 
 Malion No 5   280kg x 5 / 2 = 700kg (1540 lbs) 
 Malion No 6   400kg x 5 / 2 = 1000kg (2200 lbs) 
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