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SERVICE BULLETIN: #20132005 
 
ISSUE DATE: May 20th 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Retractable Y-Strap Modification (Part#043-001-005) to Tandem Student 
Harness (ModelTV3-SH-Part#043-001-001) 
 
COMPLIANCE: Mandatory 
 
IDENTIFICATION: 
1. All Tandem Vector and Sigma Tandem Parachute Systems manufactured by The 
Uninsured Relative Workshop, Inc., on which a Tandem Student Harness 
manufactured by Uninsured United Parachute Technologies, LLC is used. 
2. All Sigma Tandem Parachute Systems manufactured by Uninsured United 
Parachute Technologies, LLC. 
3. All Tandem Student Harnesses which have the Model #TV3-SH printed on the 
orange warning label. 
 

TECHNICAL & SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

INTERNATIONAL PARACHUTING COMMISSION (FAI) 
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BACKGROUND: At Uninsured United Parachute Technologies, LLC. (UUPT), we are 
always striving to produce the best and safest Tandem system available. 
With regard to the student harness, the present design has been in use for over 13 
years. 
Based on field experience, we know that, if it is fitted and adjusted correctly, it is highly 
unlikely that a student can fall out of the harness. However, we also know that this type 
of incident has happened once before with a Tandem Vector harness, and we have 
had two incidents where students came close to falling out. 
In each of these cases, it was determined that the harness was grossly misadjusted. 
But, no matter what the cause, this scenario is unacceptable. To further minimize the 
risk of such an event, UUPT has developed the “Retractable Y-Strap Retrofit”. This Y-
Strap modification has been in use for several years with only a slight decrease in 
student comfort, in some cases. 
The Retractable Y-Strap was designed to allow the student to still lift their legs for 
landing. 
 
COMPLIANCE: UUPT now mandates the use of a Retractable Y-Strap Retrofit on all 
affected tandem student harnesses. 
Of course, both prior to and after the retrofit, it is imperative that each tandem instructor 
ensure that the tandem student harness and the instructor harness are properly 
adjusted, prior to each tandem jump, and that the proper adjustment is verified again 
just prior to exiting the aircraft. 
Retrofit and installation instructions are available upon request from UPT or can be 
downloaded from our web site at the following location: 
 
COMPLIANCE DATE: The modification must be completed no later than December 
1st, 2013. After that date, no tandem student harness which does not have the Y-Strap 
Retrofit installed is approved for use on any jump. 
 
COMPLIANCE PROCEDURE: In an effort to reduce the financial impact on system 
owners, UUPT is selling the Y-Strap Retrofit components kit at its cost. The cost of a Y-
Strap Retrofit components kit is $50.00 (Part#043-001-005). It can be installed by any 
certificated rigger with minimal effort. 
(Reference INSTRUCT-020-Student Harness-Retractable Y Strap Installation 
attached) 

Back Strap 

APPLICABLE 
Harnesses that do have 
horizontal back and belt straps 
(Belly band) 
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To order the Y-Strap Retrofit component kit, or if you have any questions, please 
contact Mike Maguire, at Uninsured United Parachute Technologies, LLC, 1645 
Lexington Avenue, Deland Florida 32724, 
Telephone: 386-736-7589; Fax: 386-734-7537;   Email: mike@uptvector.com. 
 
AUTHORITY: 
Mark Procos, General Manager 
United Parachute Technologies LLC 
1645 Lexington Avenue 
DeLand, FL 32724-2106 USA 
Telephone: +1 386 736 7589      FAX: +1 386 734 7537 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
- All identified owners of Tandem Vector and Sigma Tandem Equipment (to be notified    
by publication and through our dealers). 
- All United Parachute Technologies, Inc. dealers. 
- Parachute Industry Association. 
- All identified parachuting publications. 
- All identified parachuting Federations and Associations 
- All National Aero Clubs, Parachuting Section. 
- IPC Technical Committee. 
- FAA MIDO 
- DGAC-France 
 
REVISIONS: 
 

 

Compliance 
 
MANDATORY 
COMPLIANCE DATE: The modification must be completed no later than December 
1st, 2013. After that date, no tandem student harness which does not have the Y-Strap 
Retrofit installed is approved for use on any jump. 

 
 

Concerned 
Publication 

 
Uninsured UNITED PARACHUTE TECHNOLOGIES LLC Service Bulletin 
#20132005, dated 20 May 2013. 
 

 
Authority 

 
AUTHORITY: 
Mark Procos, General Manager 
United Parachute Technologies LLC 
1645 Lexington Avenue 
DeLand, FL 32724-2106 USA 
Telephone: +1 386 736 7589            FAX: +1 386 734 7537 
 

 
Thanks to Ms Kim Hardwick, Technical Officer, Australian Parachute Federation, for bringing this Service 

Bulletin to the attention of the IPC T&S Committee. 
 

Technical and Safety Information Notices issued by the Technical & Safety Committee of the International 
Parachuting Commission (FAI) are issued as information and help to parachuting nations and their 
affiliated members.  The Information Notices are of an objective informative nature and there is no direct 
or implied criticism of any manufacturer or product intended.  The Information Notices do not claim to be 
complete.   
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The Information Notices may result from:- 
1 An incident or experience in the field being reported. 
2 A directive or notice issued by an aviation or government authority concerning parachuting 

operations or parachuting equipment. 
3 The issue of a notice by a manufacturer or by a National Parachuting Organisation. 

In the case of equipment being the subject of the bulletin the reader is advised to check with 
the manufacturer regarding the current status or position of that equipment. 

 

Technical & Safety Committee of IPC, IPC and FAI accept no liability for the use or misuse of any 
information contained in this Information Notice.  The reader assumes all liability. 
 

 

The Technical & Safety Committee, International Parachuting Commission, can be contacted 
on e-mail -  lmcnulty@skydiveireland.ie 

 

Liam McNulty, Technical & Safety Committee, International Parachuting Commission. 
27 May 2013 
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