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Newcastle Skydivers
Champion Parachute Team 1960

1960’s - Cathy Williamson

L-R: John Philp (LAC); Tom Nicole;
John Church (Major); Alan McDonald (CPL);
Noel Coots (CPL)

1968 - Wingstrips

1970’s - Accuracy at Labertouche

60 Years of Skydiving in Australia

1972 – Valley Rats

1977 – Dave McEvoy
Katherine Gorge water landing

2010 - Mass balloon exit
(Notable event – Oz record)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

The Australian Parachute
Federation (APF, ABN: 75 061 266
510) is a not-for-proﬁt company
limited by guarantee that is
domiciled in Australia and
incorporated under the
Corporations Act 2001.
This annual report is a summary of
APF’s operations, activities and
ﬁnancial position for the year
ended 31 December 2020. It
complies with Australian reporting
requirements.
All dollar ﬁgures are expressed in
Australian currency unless
otherwise stated.

OBJECTIVES

This Annual Report is provided for the beneﬁt of all APF
members, as a clear and concise summary of APF’s
performance during 2020 and outlook for 2021. It meets
our compliance and governance requirements.
Through this report, we aim to build awareness of our
operations and demonstrate how we delivered on our
mission and vision, while maintaining our values and
commitment to members.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

In consideration of the environmental footprint associated
with producing this annual report, printed copies are only
posted to members who have requested a copy.
All printed copies are produced in Australia using 100%
recycled paper and vegetable-based inks.
An electronic version of this report is available at
apf.com.au/apf-members/publications

SUMMARY OF STRATEGIC PLAN: 2020 - 2024
FOCUS
1. Our Vision - by 2024

A world-leading inclusive
community of engaged skydivers
who share their passion for the sport
through development, coaching,
mentorship and mateship.

DIRECTION
5. Our Plans Strategic Intent

To set, communicate, monitor, measure and review the
standards that optimise the delivery of skydiving in
Australia.

6. Priorities & Projects

2. Our Mission

To set professional standards, serve
our membership and provide safe
enjoyable skydiving for all.

6.1 Training, Safety & Risk Management
■ Safety & Culture
■ Standardised Training Syllabus

3. Our Values
■ Safety
■ Fun
■ Service
■ Community
■ Inclusivity
■ Innovation
■ Achievement
■ Environmental sustainability

6.2 Sport & Member Development
■ Bridge the Gap
■ Retention
■ ‘Know Thy Members’ ■ Competition

4. Our Distinctiveness
■ Relentless pursuit of
excellence and worlds-best
practice safety procedures;
■ Adherence to establishing
qualiﬁcations that are
positively recognised in
adventure sports
administration / coaching
globally;

6.3 Community & Culture
■ Stakeholder Engagement
■ Captain Planet
■ Operation Campﬁre

■ Constant and open-minded
attitude to safety optimisation
& risk mitigation;
■ Inclusive approach towards
participation in whatever
discipline, role, interest(s) one
chooses.

3

APF ANNUAL
REPORT 2020

6.4 Commercial Services
■ Triple Bottom Line
■ Inaccessibility Reduction

RESULTS
7. KPIs – Quantitative
By 2024 – Quantitative Highlights
■ 100% fatality-free - year on year
■ 40% reduction of serious injuries
■ 40% of members fully actively upskilling
■ 100% of the standard syllabus delivered
■ 75% increases in Dropzone sites participating
■ 75% increases in consistency of course
training delivered
■ Reduction in attrition ﬁgures
■ 10% increases in participation
■ Maintain average duration of time in sport %
■ Implement a certiﬁed member satisfaction
survey e.g. NPS ﬁgures*
■ Determine ‘members for life’
■ Determine new member churn
■ Determine new member growth
■ Increases in retention over time
■ Increases in competency
■ 10% increases in competition participants

8. KPIs – Qualitative
By 2024 – Qualitative Highlights
■ Better risk mitigation due to the embedding
of APF procedures and policies resulting in
zero fatalities;
■ Empowered intrinsically motivated front-line
jump staff (e.g. CIs, DZ’s Operators, Coaches)
who are motivated by more than just
regulations;
■ Streamlined regulations and stronger
adherence to safety procedures in general;
■ Better safety due to the greater emphasis on
instructor training;
■ Better resources for professional
development of coaches and instructors;
■ Strong encouragement and support for the
next generation of coaches and instructors
■ Reduction in the tandem injury rate and
claims due to the focus on tandem instruction
■ Complete understanding of our members
■ Strong and targeted marketing campaigns
■ More members transitioning into different
i.e. multiple connections to the sport
e.g. moving from jumpers to coaches to
judges etc. as their motivations change.

Our vision is to be a
world-leading
inclusive community
of engaged skydivers
who share their
passion for the sport
through development,
coaching, mentorship
and mateship.
1968 - Pakenham Comp
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About us

The Australian Parachute Federation (APF) was
established in 1960 as the peak body for the
regulation, administration and representation of
Australian sport parachuting. By maintaining a high
level of safety and improving the standard of the
sport, the APF promotes participation and
performance excellence.
The APF is membership-based, not-for-proﬁt
organisation that controls skydiving and parachuting
at all but one of the 56 civilian operations in Australia.
Through Part 149 of the Civil Aviation Safety
Regulations and a Deed of Agreement with the Civil
Aviation Safety Authority (CASA), APF sets the
standards of operation, issues licenses, certiﬁcations
and instructor ratings, conducts exams and
competitions, and distributes various publications to
keep its members informed of current events and
safety standards. It also assists CASA with safety and
surveillance duties and controls parachute rigger and
packer standards in Australia.
The APF Ofﬁce is located south of Brisbane,
Queensland and employs a team of 14 that is
supported by volunteers across all Australian
jurisdictions. It is afﬁliated with the Fédération
Aéronautique Internationale through the Australian
Sport Aviation Confederation and International
Skydiving Commission.
Membership beneﬁts include the right to skydive in
Australia, insurance, representation, information and
standards setting.
APF ANNUAL
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Message

from the Chair
2020 has been a difﬁcult year,
but APF has pulled through –
certainly a little leaner than
before, but undoubtedly much
stronger in its resolve to rebuild
the sport and industry alike.
1969 - Dave Smith 1st jump

APF BECOMES AN ASSOCIATION
A supple change to the Constitution at the
last AGM saw APF adopt changes giving
Members - in place of Clubs - the ability to
vote to appoint the Board. This change in
the Constitution means that instead of a
Federation of Clubs, APF could now be
better described as an association of
Members, which poses an obvious question
after being a Federation for 60 years: Is it
time to update our name and refresh our
logo? In 2021 the CEO intends to ask a select
group to consider this question, and then
put the proposition to the Membership.
STAYING CONNECTED
COVID affected all Australians and made
travel between States and Territories difﬁcult
to impossible. APF responded by holding
Board and Committee meetings using
videoconferencing, which proved to be
cost-effective and incredibly efﬁcient, and will
no doubt save APF money in the years ahead
by reducing travel and associated costs. Last
year’s AGM was hosted via a videoconference,
and those unable to attend this year’s AGM in
person will also have the option of joining
virtually in this way.
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MILESTONE IN AUSTRALIAN AVIATION
After 23 years of drafting, consulting, and
assessment, in March 2020 APF became
the ﬁrst sport aviation organisation in
Australia to be awarded an ASAO
(Approved Self-Administering Aviation
Organisation) certiﬁcate by CASA. It has
been a long road with many stops and
starts, including three NPRM’s (Notices of
Proposed Rule Making) where sport
aviation bodies, like APF, were given an
opportunity to comment on the proposal
by CASA.
While this certiﬁcate makes very little
difference to how APF operates in practice, it
formalises how APF regulates the sport to
CASA. CASA knows how APF works to govern
itself in accordance with the Corporations
Act, how it considers and approves changes
to regulations and procedures, how it issues
certiﬁcates and licenses, investigates
incidents, makes appointments and how it
deals with breaches of the rules by members
in a just and fair way. Put simply, CASA
knows how APF goes about its business; and
this will enable members to skydive without
the need for an exemption for many decades
to come.

2020 – Peter Lloyd’s 100th birthday tandem skydive
Dave and Maggie Smith, along with Peter’s supporters, celebrate post-jump. Photo credit: Shane Sparkes

CASR Part 149 will enable members to
skydive without the need for an
exemption for many decades to come.
THE FINAL HURDLE
We have one more hurdle to jump with
CASR Part 105 – Parachuting from aircraft ,
which will prescribe the rules for skydiving.
The regulation has been signed off by the
Governor-General and APF has yet to
satisfy CASA it has the necessary policies
and procedures in place to meet CASR 105.
Countries like the USA, Canada and New
Zealand have Part 105 for parachuting to
deal with aircraft, airspace, parachute
certiﬁcation and maintenance of skydiving
equipment. I have no doubt APF will easily
obtain Part 105 approval and become a
legitimate aviation activity alongside the
airlines and ﬂying training operations.
BALANCING COMMERCIAL AND
RECREATIONAL SKYDIVING NEEDS
At all times APF must balance the
commercial and recreational demands of
both an industry and a sport without
alienating one group or favouring the
other. Much of what APF does as a
not-for-proﬁt relies on Volunteer Members
and a handful of dedicated part-time and

full-time staff. Meeting these demands
takes a special team of people, and APF
has such a team. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank every one of you for
your contribution over the last 12 months.
It’s been a difﬁcult year with COVID and no
inbound tourism, but APF has pulled
through – certainly a little leaner than
before, but undoubtedly much stronger
in its resolve to rebuild the sport and
industry alike.

“

“I would like to take this
opportunity to thank
every one of you for
your contribution over
the last 12 months.”

Dave Smith
Chair

”
APF ANNUAL
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Message

from the CEO
Safety continues to be our primary focus, and I’d like to
thank our safety team, Chief Instructors and APF
members whose combined efforts in 2020 resulted in
another fatality free year.

SURVIVING THE PANDEMIC
COVID was clearly the major crisis of 2020
for APF and our members. Arguably this
pandemic has been the most signiﬁcant
event in many people’s lifetime!
Government restrictions forced drop zones
to cease operations for three months - even
longer in Victoria. Many people were locked
in their homes, and large sporting
organisations like Rugby Australia and
Cricket Australia nearly collapsed under the
ﬁnancial stress.
$486,000 SUPPORT FOR
DZ’S & MEMBERS
APF provided a COVID support package
totalling $270,000 to drop zone owners and
dedicated a further $216,000 directly to
individual members via a membership
discount. Area Councils also assisted local
skydivers and DZ’s by ﬁnancially supporting
events, activities, and associated costs with
getting back in the air.
CUTTING COSTS
APF lost $260,000 in operating proﬁt,
although this was against a much larger
projected COVID loss of $435,000.
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We were forced to retrench several
valuable staff members, while remaining
management and staff all took a pay cut.
We further cut operating expenses and while
continuing to maintain COVID practices, even
our ofﬁce cleaning. Conversely Federal and
State government assistance (Job Keeper
etc.) was of great support.
COMPETITION & EVENTS
Skydive Nagambie hosted the National
Skydiving Championships in March just
prior to the shutdown. Unfortunately, the
Canopy Piloting and Classic Accuracy
events were not so lucky and had to be
postponed and eventually cancelled. The
APF Conference that had been planned for
May in Brisbane was also cancelled.
SAFETY
Safety continues to be this organisation’s
primary focus, so I am very pleased to
report that 2020 was another fatality free
year. Only the combined focus of our safety
team, Chief Instructors and members
enables such a result in a high-risk sport, so
I’d like to thank everyone for playing their
part and contributing to this fantastic
outcome.

Above: 2020 - Richard and Claude reading the ASM
Left: 1982 - Richard McCooey
Parachute Training School Williamtown, APF-Australian Army
Exchange program Freefall Instructor Course

APF STRATEGIC PLAN: 2020 - 2024
Despite the devastating and unforeseeable
challenges of the year we remained
focused on delivering on the APF Strategic
Plan - 2020 to 2024. Many initiatives were
delivered in 2020 including online member
manuals and guides; reducing associated
printing costs and our impact on the
environment.
IT IMPROVEMENTS
IT was a signiﬁcant priority this year.
Qualiﬁcations can now be issued 24/7, as
soon as the online application is approved
by a Chief Instructor. The APF Member App
launched mid-year saves $40,000 annually
in printing and posting plastic membership
cards and shows real-time membership
detail information.

I have thoroughly enjoyed
working with the Chair and
Directors of the APF in a most
cooperative and cohesive
manner, and would like to
thank all staff, volunteers and
members for their support
throughout 2020.

Richard McCooey F206
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer

The APF Member App saves
$40,000 annually in printing and
posting plastic membership cards.
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2020 – The year that was

PETER LLOYD: 100TH BIRTHDAY

INTERNATIONAL SKYDIVING
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE – FAYE COX

2020 - Peter Lloyd over Parliament House
Photo credit: Shane Sparkes
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SERVICE AWARD:
Leanne Critchley

VALE:
CLAUDE VINCENT GILLARD OAM

for her outstanding contribution in the
service of sport parachuting as SQPC
Treasurer, SQPC Administrator, SQPC Chair,
SEQS Club Committee since inception, QPA
Administrator, Volunteer coordinator for 2018
WPC, Aussie Bigways participant

An innovator, a visionary and a pioneer
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2020:
Despite COVID, members took advantage of opportunites to enjoy the sport
STAYING CONNECTED
APF’s virtual response during lockdown to
keep our community engaged and
connected was a range of regular online
workshops and training sessions. Some
were dedicated to supporting the
Australian Parachute Team, and other
fortnightly sessions were open to all
members, covering a wide variety of topics
for everyone from Certiﬁcate A holders to
experienced instructors. The virtual nature
of these sessions meant that attendees
beneﬁted from the knowledge of industry
experts (including international speakers),
without the associated costs for APF of an
‘in-person’ training session or seminar.
They were well attended, with 50 - 70
participants tuning in live each session, and
more still watching the recordings later
published to our YouTube channel, with
some sessions making it onto
recommended ‘must-watch’ lists
worldwide.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
FOR COACHES
A professional development course to help
instructors and coaches evolve their skill
set and network with like-minded people
was created by Melissa Harvie. Melissa
collaborated and consulted with expert
coaches, APF’s Sport Development
Manager and a qualiﬁed teacher (with a
diploma in Sports Coaching) in the creation
of this course. Feedback was also sought
from the membership (including coaches
and instructors) to gain an understanding
of their training experience as part of their
current accreditation. Survey results were
overwhelmingly in favour of further
training being made available.
Launched in November (named ‘Make A
Difference’), the course provides Certiﬁcate
B coaches with professional development
beyond the framework of their original
appointment.
Mason Corby also delivered a ‘Train the
Trainer’ course at the end of 2020, which
aims to improve coaching skills and
techniques among freeﬂy coaches.

These courses, and an additional course for
canopy coaches, will continue to be
delivered across Australia in 2021.
INCREASING PARTICIPATION
A ‘tandem to AFF’ digital marketing funnel
that leverages social media advertising,
email marketing, an E-Magazine that sells
the beneﬁts of learning to skydive, and a
special offer of six months free APF
membership, was created by APF’s Sport
Development Manager and Digital
Marketer. All tandem students now receive
an email that offers them the opportunity
to sign up to receive the E-Magazine if they
are interested in learning to skydive. A
‘lookalike’ audience of our current
membership is also targeted via social
media advertisements that encourage
them to join our community of licensed
skydivers. They can also sign up for the
E-Magazine, and later receive the six
months free APF Membership offer. More
than 2,100 people have signed up to receive
the E-Magazine since May 2020, and a
further 19 have claimed the special offer at
the ‘bottom of the funnel’ once they
started learning to skydive.
Implemented in September 2020, social
media advertisements targeting people
with upcoming birthdays that match
similar data-based demographics to recent
domestic tandem students. The aim is to
increase the number of people booking
tandem skydives directly with operators.
BOOSTING RETENTION
Other projects included establishing an
E-Magazine for new Certiﬁcate A holders
was developed and is emailed directly to
members upon receiving their Certiﬁcate
A. It explains pathways and disciplines
available in the sport and highlights what
Certiﬁcate A holders can do. It also aims to
broaden their horizons and connects them
with the rest of the community by sharing
coaching services and links to fun jumper
pages around the country.
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2020:
Despite COVID, members took advantage of opportunites to enjoy the sport

2020 – Spinny Things, A-FS
QLD State champions
Photo credit: Loretta Puttick

2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Fortunately, the 2020 Australian & New Zealand Skydiving
Championships took place at Skydive Nagambie just
before nationwide lockdowns were implemented. The
event still obtained some media coverage, despite the
frenzy surrounding the pandemic. Participation was
strong, with 156 registrations, including nine from New
Zealand. Four Australian records were achieved during
this competition, and Cole Ruthenberg stepped into his
new role as National Competition Ofﬁcer.

NUDE WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT
This record attempt at Skydive Ramblers was a fundraiser
for MS and great promotion of the sport, receiving extensive
national news coverage. The event engaged skydivers of
all levels but the record was unfortunately not successful.

2020 - Fundraiser for MS
Photo Credit: Fitch Images
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1968 - 1st Qld Champs

1969 - Judging Labertouche

2009 - Masters of Sport Parachuting award
recipients L-R: Claude Gillard, Col King,
Faye Cox, Dave McEvoy, Andy Keech

2020 - Taylor Cay Boogie
Photo credit: Fitch Images
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E-LEAGUE
34 teams across ﬁve disciplines (2-way CF Inter, 2-way Freeﬂy, 2-way VFS Inter, 4-way FS
Blast, Wingsuit Acro) registered for E-league, which was a commendable effort considering
the impacts of COVID.
Of these, 11 teams completed series one, and two completed series two and three. Future,
competitions will be limited to one series to keep participants motivated and engaged.
It proved to be a fantastic opportunity for teams to receive feedback on their performance
and for judges to remain current.
GRANTS
State Councils in NSW, VIC, SQLD, QPA & WA received government grant awards.
State Councils were encouraged to continue applying for government grants and take
advantage of guidance available on the application process.
APF ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Team Focus: VFS 4-way, 26 points in time
Natisha Dingle: Speed Female, 463.46kmh
Peter Kerr:
Wingsuit Performance Inter
• Fastest Speed, 73.2mps (291.9kmh)
• Greatest Distance, 3457m
SPORT DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
In 2020, a total of $41,856 was given to APF members for
training and sport development:
• 41 Level 1 funding grants totalling $25,354
• 5 Level 2 funding grants totalling $16,502
• Nil Level 3 funding grants issued

2020 - FNFF Tight Ass Boogie
Photo Credit: Fitch Images

RECORDS AND AWARDS
NAME

FOR AN AUSTRALIAN COMPETITION RECORD
DISCIPLINE

ACHIEVEMENT

DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

Kyle Chick

VFS 4-Way

26 points

14/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

James Cooper

VFS 4-Way

26 points

14/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Mark Gazley (v)

VFS 4-Way

26 points

14/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Tim Golsby-Smith

VFS 4-Way

26 points

14/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Scott Hiscoe

VFS 4-Way

26 points

14/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Natisha Dingle

Speed Skydiving
- Female

463.46 kmh

13/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Peter Kerr

Wingsuit
Performance - Inter

Fastest Speed
291.9 kmh

13/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC

Peter Kerr

Wingsuit
Performance - Inter

Greatest Distance
3,457 metres

13/3/20

Australian
Nationals

Nagambie
VIC
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Financial Highlights
INCOME vs. EXPENSES
$9,000,000
$8,000,000
$7,000,000
$6,000,000
$5,000,000
$4,000,000
$3,000,000
$2,000,000
$1,000,000
$0

2016

2017
Turnover

2018
Expenses*

2019

2020

APTAC Distribution

* Expenses Exclude distributions to APTAC made on a voluntary basis

2020:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Annual Turnover: $3.9M
Loss Attributable to Members: $615,411
Operational Revenue was signiﬁcantly reduced due to COVID
Expenses aggressively cut to minimise COVID losses
COVID Federal Government Support Grants received: $410k
COVID State Government Support Grants & Loans received: $430k
COVID-19 Support provided to APF Clubs & Members: $400k+

NOTE: 2020 Full ﬁnancial report is available online anytime.
Hard copy will be mailed upon request.

13

APF ANNUAL
REPORT 2020

WHERE DOES OUR INCOME
COME FROM?

Revenue
fell by
15.7%

33.9% Student Memberships (-52%)
14.3% Insurance Policies (-52%)
10.8% Club & Licensed
Memberships (-20.2%)
2.2% Other Fees & Ratings (-15.2%)
13.0% Grants (+377.9%)
21.6% Trust Receipts (+104.3%)
4.2% Other (-46.6%)

WHERE DOES OUR
EXPENDITURE GO?

Expenses
fell by
22%

32.7% Insurances (-28.5%)
10.3% Special Projects* (+269.7%)
25.9% Employee Beneﬁts (-18.3%)
2.5% Sports Development (-54.4%)
7.9% Competitions & Teams (-5%)
7.0% Council Expenses (-11.3%)
15.4% Administrative Costs (-37.5%)
5.2% Other (-50.6%)

*Special Project expenditure increased substantially in 2020 due to
COVID-19 support packages provided to the skydiving industry.
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Safety Statistics

OVERVIEW: WHERE DO THESE STATISTICS COME FROM?
Incident notiﬁcations, Equipment Reports and Aircraft Only incidents are lodged
by APF clubs. Equipment Reports are lodged by Riggers/Packer A's.
All reports are entered into the APF incident database under appropriate
categories.

INCIDENT STATISTICS FOR 2020
Except where mentioned, the following data reﬂects the 2020 Calendar year.

418

278,650

Comparison to 2019:

Incident
Reports

663

Jumps
(Total)

77,290

Jumps
(Tandem)

201,360

Comparison to 2019:

Comparison to 2019:

Comparison to 2019:

366,000

168,877

Jumps
(Sport)

196,300

*Membership year ﬁgures

Signiﬁcant difference due to the COVID shutdowns and restrictions.
*Sport Jump Numbers are for the membership year 2019-2020, not the 2020
calendar year. Therefore this year (and next years) values for total completed
jumps and total sport jumps are skewed.

Although there is a signiﬁcant difference in ﬁgures due to the
COVID pandemic shutdowns and restrictions, the percentage of
each category remains consistent with previous years.
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2020 INCIDENT CATEGORIES
1% Aircraft Only
3% Canopy Control
8% Deployment
9% Freefall
31% Landing
34% Malfunction
4% Other
1% Procedural / Disciplinary
6% Rigging
3% Aircraft / Exit
The combination of ‘Malfunction’ &’ Deployment’ categories continue to make
up a signiﬁcant proportion (42%) of the total. 93% of these resulted in cutaways.
The combination of ‘Landing’ and ‘Canopy Control’ categories also continue to
make up a signiﬁcant proportion (34%) of the total. Although actual jumps and
incident reports are less this year, the percentages of each category are
consistent with previous years.

SERIOUS INJURIES & RESERVE ACTIVATIONS PER DISCIPLINE
TANDEM

77,290

STUDENT

SPORTS JUMPERS

440

201,360

(non tandem)

Tandems

1st Jumps

Sports Jumps

1 Serious Injury per

3220 Jumps

1 Serious Injury per

44 student 1st Jumps

1 Serious Injury per

1 Reserve Activation per

1 Reserve Activation per

1 Reserve Activation per

2147 Jumps

34 student 1st Jumps

(estimated)

10,700 Jumps
1660 Jumps

Note: Serious injuries include broken bones, multiple injuries and dislocations.
The APF only has data for number of Student (non tandem) ﬁrst jumps and not total
number of Student jumps completed. Therefore we do not have an accurate ratio of
Student jumps per Reserve activation or Serious Injury.
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Safety Statistics (cont’d)

SERIOUS INJURIES & RESERVE ACTIVATIONS STATISTICS
In 2020, APF members reported 62 incidents resulting in serious injuries from an
estimated 278,650 jumps, which is equal to one serious injury every 4494 jumps.
When compared to the previous 5 years, the ratio of serious injuries per jumps
and the ratio of reserve activations per jumps have slightly improved for Sport
Jumpers and Students (non tandems).
Jumps per Reserve Activation
(1 in ...)
2147
1456

1483 1460
1295

2016

1127

2017

2018

Tandem

1660

1608

1530

1162

2019

2020

Licensed Member

In 2020, APF members reported 170 Reserve Activations from an estimated
278,650 jumps, which is equal to 1 Reserve Activation every 1600 jumps.
The number of serious injuries to Tandem Passengers were lower in 2020 compared
to 2019, although the statistics show a higher rate per jumps for this category.
Jumps per Serious Injury
(1 in ...)
10514

10513

10378

7221

6283

5497

10457

10717

5820
3220

2016

2017
Tandem
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2018

2019

Licensed Member

2020

COVID SHUTDOWN EFFECTS ON SERIOUS INJURIES
This graph shows that a lack of currency due to shutdowns from COVID has not
signiﬁcantly changed the number of serious injuries in the skydiving community.
STM, STO's and CI's were aware of the potential risk and worked hard to mitigate
this risk.
Comparison of Serious Injuries
per month over 3 years
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FATALITY STATISTICS
2020 was the third consecutive year with no skydiving fatalities for the Australian
skydiving community.
The ﬁve-year average shows one fatality per 301,140 jumps in Australia versus the
world-wide ﬁve-year average of one fatality per 143,180 jumps. The 10-year trend
is improving.
10-year Australian Average
of Fatalities per Year:

2018 - 2.4
2019 - 2.0
2020 - 1.9
Notes:
• World stats are not yet released for 2020 therefore, world jumps per fatality are 2015-2019
• World stats are gained from data collected in an annual survey conducted by the
International Skydiving Commission. Completed surveys are submitted from less than 50%
of the requested parachuting nations.
APF ANNUAL
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Safety & Training
SAFETY

Incidents
The number of incidents in 2020 was much
lower than other years due to the lower jump
numbers. The percentages of incidents in
relation to jump numbers still remain constant,
as did the percentages of incident types.
Parachuting Fatalities
2020 was the third consecutive year with no
parachuting fatalities. One Coronial inquest
relating to an aircraft accident in 2014 was ﬁnally
concluded with the Coronial ﬁndings delivered.
Most recommendations relevant to the APF were
proactively implemented following the
recommendations including the
requirements of secondary seat stops in the
Cessna 100 and 200 series in 2020.
Compliance
The APF Misconduct Policy and Procedures
Manual (MPPM) required a major review and
re-write to simplify and modernise
misconduct and disciplinary processes, in line
with APF policy and principles. It was a
complex process, involving inputs from CASA.
The new manual was completed in 2020, to
be implemented in 2021.
Regulatory
The APF was approved as a
CASR Part 149 Approved
Self-administrating Aviation
Organisation (ASAO) in
March 2020 with our
certiﬁcate issued by CASA.
Although this requires a
signiﬁcant amount of
additional administrative
and documentary maintenance on
organisational level, the direct impact on
members and clubs is minimal, if anything.
On 1 April 2020, with the annual regulatory
and manual updates, new regulations were
introduced relating to equipment
compatibility and checks, along with other
minor changes. Some of the changes were a
result of safety recommendations after
coronial inquests or APF internal
investigations, while others were made to
improve safety and training practices.
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A number of Technical Directives were issued
during 2020 (intended regulatory changes
which have immediate effect) the most
important relating to a change in reserve
repack cycle for Novices, equipment checks
for CRW and secondary seat stops for Cessna.

TRAINING

The issues, restrictions and shut-downs
caused by COVID in 2020 have had various
impacts on APF training and safety initiatives.
No APF National Conference or Regional
Conference could take place, travel
restrictions prevented Safety and Training
Ofﬁcers (STO’s) and others from travelling
and visiting clubs as regularly as usual.
Due to reduced jumping activity, members’
restricted travelling and related issues, we
saw a 50% reduction in the number of
instructor level ratings and endorsements
issued compared to 2019. Nevertheless, 17
new ratings / endorsements were issued in
2020.
Training resources
The COVID downtime allowed for much work
to be done on the deconstruction of the
Parachute Instructor Manual into separate
guides for Instructor, Senior Instructor, Course
Trainer and DZSO. These have been reviewed
and consulted on, to be released in 2021. The
vision is to have this available as the primary
resource with an accompanying standardised
syllabus for each APF instructor level rating or
endorsement course.
Reduction in Club renewals
2020 saw a further reduction in the number
of clubs renewing across Australia.
The following organisations did not renew in
2019/2020

CLUB ID

CLUB NAME

HERVEY

SKYDIVE HERVEY BAY

MOSS

SKYDIVE TOWNSVILLE

RESCU

AUSTRALIAN PARARESCUE TEAM

VINE

SKYDIVE THE SOUTHERN VINES

MEMBERSHIP
Member communication
With clubs shut down for extended periods in 2020 (the longest continuous period of
non-jumping most skydivers can remember!) APF initiated the On Hold member engagement
programme via Zoom. This was a joint Sports Development (SD) and Safety and Training (ST)
initiative to keep members engaged and entertained, and ready to commence jumping safely
when conditions allowed. Sessions were hosted by local coaches, international experts as well
as APF ofﬁcials. Content was varied, generally well received and was also made available online
for those who could not attend live.
Chief instructor appointments
The following Chief Instructor appointments were approved in 2020:

CLUB NAME

NAME

DATE

SKYDIVE AIRLIE BEACH

MAX MOTZO

27-Jul-20

SKYDIVE AUSTRALIA WA

DON WOODLAND

25-Jul-20

RAMBLERS PARACHUTE CENTRE

BEN NORDKAMP

01-Aug-20

LEARN TO SKYDIVE

PETER SUTTON

10-Aug-20

SKYDIVE NOOSA

DARREN DOYLE

31-Aug-20

SKYDIVE TWELVE APOSTLES

MIKE TIBBITTS

12-Nov-20

Life members
In 2020, APF had 440 life members.
Parachute displays
121 display notiﬁcations were lodged in 2020
compared to 171 the previous year. The decline
could be attributed to the industry shutdown
caused by COVID however, the uniqueness and
excitement of displays evident in the past
decade is declining. Potential litigation may
also be a factor to risk-averse event organisers.
APF compiled and distributed “Back-in-the-Air”
document, which was a comprehensive
collaboration aiming to assist clubs, CI’s,
DZSO’s and members with resuming jumping
activities safely after the break in activities. It
covered currency requirements, equipment
advice and general COVID guidelines.

2020 - Parachute Display into
Cbus Super Stadium

During 2020 existing communication and
education platforms were further expanded to
target speciﬁc groups. These included ASM
articles, e-News and the monthly Incident Stats
and Facts document.
1983 - Philips Parachute Team
Chris Hutter, Richard McCooey, Greg

APF ANNUAL
REPORT 2020

20

Membership Statistics

MEMBERSHIP YEAR STATISTICS: 1 JULY 2019 TO 30 JUNE 2020

Membership year statistics are those statistics which are reported based on a year from 1st of
July through to 30th of June.
Sporting Licensed Membership
In 2020, the APF had 3169 members hold or
attain a sporting licence during the
membership year. These ﬁgures include full
ﬁnancial members and overseas short-term
members who attained a sporting licence
only, it does not include student members.

Sporting Licensed Members
4000
3500

3509

3600

2016

2017

3169

2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

Sporting Licenced Membership by Gender
There were 458 females sporting licensed
members and 2711 male sporting licensed
members in 2020 (85% male; 15% female).
No signiﬁcant change occurred during the
last 5 years.

2018

2019

2020

Female
15%
Male
85%

Instructor ratings held
The table below shows the number of
current instructors. We need to continue to
provide quality instructor training as well
support training organisations in retaining
instructors. Some were forced to leave the
industry during the 2020 shutdown.

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Master Instructor

18

15

17

15

14

Instructor A/
Snr Instructor

87

87

89

83

76

617

642

587

555

486

722

744

693

653

576

Totals

3970

3000

2019 membership year numbers included
the WPC year. A truer reﬂection of the COVID
impact on 2020 membership numbers may
be based on 2018 numbers, which is 13.04%
decline.

Instructor/B/C/D

3644

NOTE: The new Instructor Structure was implemented in 2018.
The table above has been adjusted to more readily reﬂect the
comparisons between the old and new Instructor Structure.

1962 – First Instructor rating
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CALENDAR YEAR STATISTICS
Tandem jumps remain preferred jump type
Tourism continues to play an increasing role in new memberships. COVID caused lockdowns
for Australians and international border closures kept tourists away during the greater part of
2020. The APF had 77,911 new memberships, a 50% drop on the previous year. 53.3% of new
members held Australian citizenship as compared to 46.7% overseas citizenship.

NSW

In 2020

Nth QLD

21,614

17,744

Solo Student 1st Jumps

NT

SA

Sth QLD

V/T

WA

786

2,380

18,153

8,486

8,747

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

969

1367

1415

1293

976

NOTE: These numbers are predominantly AFF.

47.4%

64.4%

63.7%

60.5%

59.4%

55.2%

160,000
140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000

40.6%

39.5%

36.3%

35.6%

52.6%

0

44.8%

20,000

50.1%

40,000
52.6%

# of Students (Lines)

180,000

49.9%

200,000

47.4%

New Student Numbers (Australian vs International)
The columns represent the percentage of students with Australian/International Citizenship.
The lines represent the total number of students and separated between Australian/International
Citizenship measured against the left axis. Information is presented as the proportion of
Australians to International within each year.

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Australian

International

1970 - Jill Leyton, Vic Champ

All

Australian

International

COVID-19 caused a signiﬁcant
fall in New Student numbers
with a decline from 170,000 in
2019 to 77,000 in 2020. Border
closures had a signiﬁcant
impact on international
students with the percentage
of Australian students
exceeding international
students (53.2% vs 46.8%) for
the ﬁrst time since 2014.

2020 - Paul Murphy and son Liam at
Barwon Heads Photo credit: Shane Sparkes

1966 - Susie Wright
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Our People

APF BOARD OF
DIRECTORS 2020

David Smith
– Chair
Chair from
December 2018;
Chair of the
Governance
Committee (until November
2020); Chair of Remuneration
Committee; Member of
Governance Committee (from
November 2020).
David was appointed Board
Director in 2015 after the APF
moved to become a company
limited by guarantee and the
APF President position was
abolished. He then went on to be
appointed Chair in December
2018. David has 51 years in
skydiving having joined the APF
in 1968 and was a CI of Wilton
Parachute Centre for ﬁve years
and part-owner of Parachutes
Australia for 20 years.
David is an expert in parachute
certiﬁcation, manufacture and
maintenance and held the
position of Director Rigging for
17 years.
David is a pilot, Director of two
other skydiving related
companies and a Life Member
of the APF.
Trevor Collins
– Deputy Chair
Deputy Chair from
July 2015; Member of
Information,
Communication and
Technology Committee.
Trevor was appointed Board
Director more than 35 years ago
and held the position of Chair of
the Board from 2001 to 2008. He
is currently Deputy Chair of the
Board and an active skydiver of
over 43 years. He was the Chief
Instructor of Darwin Parachute
Club NT for more than 20 years
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and is an Honorary Life Member
of the Club. He is Public Ofﬁcer of
the Darwin Parachute Club and
Top End Aerial Sports Association
and Area Safety Ofﬁcer NT for
more than 30 years.
In his professional life, Trevor
held many project management
and program director roles over
the years in the NT Government.
He was a Director and Owners
Representative for seven years
in New Future Alliance for the
construction and renovation of
housing in remote areas of the
NT, with an annual turnover of
up to $80m.
Trevor is a Director of two other
skydiving related companies
and is a Life Member of the APF.
John Swanland
Qualiﬁcations: Dip
Computer Education
(Melb); M Ed (Melb)
Chair of the
Governance
Committee (from November 2020)
John joined the Board of
Directors in September 2020.
John has served ﬁve terms as
Chair of the Victorian Tasmanian
Parachute Council and is
currently serving his second
term as Treasurer of the
Victorian Tasmanian Parachute
Council. John has also served
multiple terms as Chair of the
Area Board of Review and is
currently the appointed APF
National Review Ofﬁcer.
In his professional life, John had
a long career in education
where he was promoted several
times to positions including
Head of Faculty, Head of
Department and Head of
School.
After retiring from his
professional career, John now
spends much of his time in
volunteer and charity work.

Mark Gazley
Mark was appointed
to the Board in 2019.
Mark has been a
career skydiver since
1997, prior to this he was
involved in retail and logistics
management.
Mark is a Chief Instructor and
has owned and operated
predominantly Tandem DZ’s
since 2004. He recently opened
Malaysia’s ﬁrst commercial
skydive operation, a project
which challenged him for 4
years. He has represented
Australia at 2 WPC’s, ﬁrstly in
2003, and was a medallist
recently in 2018. He also
represented Australia on the
recent 200 way World Record
Vertical attempts.
In the role of Director, his goals
are to seek positive change,
whilst respecting and
progressing the contributions
and values of previous
generations. Strategies include:
The development of systemised
sustainable programs, fostering
and harnessing the skills/energy
of new members and
encouraging them to step up
and contribute; a more targeted
and realistic approach to sport
sustainability.
Mark intends to draw from his
diverse exposure within
skydiving and links within the
broader community, to ensure
the needs of all members are
met.

Vivian Merz
Qualiﬁcations:
Masters in
Mathematics;
Diploma of
Paramedical Science
Member of the Risk
and Audit Committee.

Treasurer Commando of
Skydivers in the 2000s.

Vivian joined the Board in 2019
by election at a meeting of
NSWPC members.
She has completed 7 years in
skydiving, and has coached for 2
years. She also has 100+ hours in
vertical wind tunnels
Vivian’s vision for the APF is to
increase transparency between
the Board, the members and the
overall community and to aid
sport safety, increase and retain
sports jumpers through a
prudent and effective governing
body in the sport.

He was on each Australian
largest freefall formation record
since the 81 way in October 1999,
and competed at State, National
and International levels.

Being a former credit risk
manager for a large global
investment bank, Vivian took up
skydiving in 2014, and has since
completed over 600 jumps, has
competed in various
competitions in Europe and
Australia, and holds multiple
Australian sequential bigway
records. Prior to the
appointment onto the Board she
held the NSW State Coach role
for 18 months and has been
actively engaged in coaching
and helping develop the sport at
a local level.
Andrew Mulholland
Company Secretary
and Public Ofﬁcer
Qualiﬁcations: Bach
of Economics; Bach
of Arts; Fellow
FINSIA (ret), Associate CPA
Australia (ret) Company
Secretary; Public Ofﬁcer; Chair
of Risk & Audit Committee.
Andrew was an APF Board
Director from 2015 through to
2018. He was previously the
Treasurer of VPC (now VTPC) in
the 1990s and President and

Andrew began skydiving in 1976
and has been a recreational
skydiver for over 40 years, with
10 years in both instructing and
ﬂag and demonstration jumps.

Andrew is a Director of two
other Skydiving related
companies, has been an Awards
Committee member and is a
Life Member of the APF.
Heath Baird
Qualiﬁcations:
Associated Diploma
& Cert IV –
Computers Systems
Engineering
Heath was elected to the Board
in February 2020 and has 20
years’ experience in skydiving.
He ﬁrst received an instructor
rating in 2009 and holds a
current Instructor rating with
endorsements in AFF & Tandem
and as a Course Trainer and
DZSO.

Joe has been an APF member
since 1997. He was a tandem
instructor who has competed in
two World Championships.
He is Operations Manager and
Chief Instructor at Skydive
Byron Bay
Anna Van Der Vlugt
Qualiﬁcations: Bach
Business –
Accounting &
Finance, Bach Social
Work; Member of
Remuneration
Committee
Anna joined the Board in 2018
by election at a meeting of
NQPC members and is also the
NQPC treasurer.
Upon beginning skydiving in
2007, Anna bought herself the
AFF course as a graduation
present for completing studies
in social work and business.
She has been working full time
in the sport since from 2015 to
2020, working in positions from
ground crew to Tandem Master
in North Queensland.

Heath has worked at several
drop zones across Australia and
is currently employed as the
operations manager and DZSO
at an active full training club
having previously held the same
position at another club.
Joe Stein
Qualiﬁcations:
Certiﬁcate IV in
Training and
Assessment
Member of
Remuneration Committee.
Joe joined the Board in 2019 by
election at a meeting of SQPC
members.

2001 Post-ﬁre pic of Phil Hindley
in what was left of his ofﬁce at
APF House Canberra
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External Relations
CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY
AUTHORITY (CASA)

involving fatalities and life-threatening
injuries resulting from skydiving.

The Deed of Agreement
APF operates under a Deed of Agreement with
CASA, for APF to perform certain functions for and
on behalf of CASA. In return, CASA provides limited
ﬁnancial assistance. APF’s responsibilities under
the Deed of Agreement can be summarised as the
control and administration of:
■ Parachuting Operations – General;
■ Parachuting Training Operations;
■ Aircraft Operations in Support of Parachuting;
■ Parachute Airworthiness.

PARACHUTE INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION (PIA)

To achieve the APF’s Objects under its Constitution
and satisfy the requirements of the Deed of
Agreement, APF has the organisational and
management systems in place for these functions.

AIRSERVICES AUSTRALIA
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
APF has a formal MOU with AirServices Australia.
Its purpose includes facilitating communications
and supporting equitable and consistent access
to airspace for skydiving operations.
Drop Zones on Air Navigation Charts
APF notiﬁes AirServices when a drop zone is
ﬁrst established so other airspace users are
alerted with a parachute symbol or warning
on applicable air navigation charts.
Publications that deal with Skydiving
Operations
APF liaises with AirServices Australia where
changes are proposed to (AIP) ENR 5.5
requirements in respect to parachuting
operations at Licensed Aerodromes, Class B,
C, D and E airspace and CTAFs, and Manual of
Air Trafﬁc Services (MATS) 18-3-5 procedures
on how ATC will separate jump aircraft from
other trafﬁc.

STATE POLICE,
CORONERS & ATSB –
FATALITY INVESTIGATION ASSISTANCE

APF has arrangements in place with most States
and Territory Police through MOUs. These
facilitate efﬁcient and effective relationships
with Police and Coroners on investigations
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APF is a member of PIA which
sets international standards in
respect to certiﬁcation and
ongoing airworthiness requirements for
personnel parachutes.

AFFILIATION TO ASAC AND FAI

APF is the Australian
representative for sport
skydiving internationally
through its membership of
the Air Sports Australia
Confederation (ASAC) and its afﬁliation to the
Fédération Aéronautique International (FAI).
International Skydiving Commission (ISC)
Following approval at the FAI General
Conference, the IPC had a new name: the
International Skydiving Commission (ISC). The
name change is a reﬂection of a modernised
outlook when representing airsports,
encompassing skydiving disciplines and the
most recent addition of Indoor Skydiving.
APF holds direct membership of the ISC,
being the sport-speciﬁc arm of the FAI, which
sets the rules for international competition
and record-setting within the aviation and
aeronautics sphere. Competition and record
attempt requirements are not described in
this Exposition.
ISC Technical and Safety Committee
The ISC Technical and Safety Committee issues
Technical and Safety Bulletins and comparison
data on worldwide skydiving fatalities. APF uses
the comparative fatality data to measure its
performance against international peers. ISC
documents are linked to
the APF website.

CIVIL AVIATION
AUTHORITY OF FIJI (CAAF)

During 2020, APF worked with the CAAF in
regulating parachuting in Fiji. Drop Zone
audits are regularly conducted by the Safety
and Training Manager.

Corporate Governance
APF OPERATIONAL STRUCTURE

BOARD

of Directors

DELEGATES

BOARD COMMITTEES

ISC, PIA, ASAC, ASIANA

Chief Executive
Ofﬁcer

Safety Manager

Safety & Training
Manager

National
Rigging
Ofﬁcer

Review
Ofﬁcer

(Governance, Remuneration, Risk & Audit, ICT)

Technical
Ofﬁcer

Rigging
Examiner

Safety &
Training
Ofﬁcer

Instructor
Examiner

Display
Organiser

National
Aviation
Ofﬁcer

GCA

Instructor

Administration

National
Competition
Ofﬁcer

Jump Pilot
Examiner

DZSO

Sport
Development
Manager

OPERATIONAL
COMMITTEES
Technical & Safety
Funding
Awards
Aviation
Rigging
Sport & Competition
Councils

National
Coach
National
Judging
Ofﬁcer

CLUBS

Chief
Instructor

Packer/
Rigger
Display
Jumper

Accounting
IT

Senior
Pilot
JPA
Pilot

Packer/
Rigger

Delegate to
Council
Coach

TA

Judge

Those positions highlighted in orange are persons who have a responsibility to CASA as a Self Administration Aviation Organisation

APF BOARD

The Board shall comprise of:
a) No more than one (1) Elected
Director from each Council
Area, elected in accordance
with rule 17; and
b) Up to three (3) Appointed
Directors who need not be a
Member and who may be
appointed by the Board
under rule 18.8
If the Board considers it
appropriate, in order to further
the Objects, it may allocate
Directors to speciﬁc portfolios,
with speciﬁc responsibilities, as
determined at the discretion of
the Board.
The Board is currently
composed of seven (7) Council
elected Directors and one (1)
appointed Director.
The primary function of the APF
Board, in accordance with its
Charter, is to manage the
business of the APF.

In particular:
■ Protect and enhance the
interests of the APF;
■ Provide the overall strategic
direction of the APF and
monitor performance
against a strategic plan;
■ Approve annual and half
yearly statements and
reports;
■ Approve appropriate
regulations, policies, codes
and values for the APF and
monitor compliance with
these to ensure appropriate
safety and ethical behaviour;
■ Enhance and protect the
reputation of the APF by
approving Member
protection provisions and a
code of ethics;
■ Determine the fees and
charges payable by
Members for services;
■ Determine APF’s risk proﬁle
and risk strategies, including
regulatory, ﬁnancial, market
and operational risk;
■ Monitor the integrity of
internal controls and risk
management;

■ Select, appoint, monitor and
terminate, as necessary, the
external auditors;
■ Appoint, review and
evaluate the performance
and employment of the
CEO, and the development
of a succession plan;
■ Approve the board policy for
the remuneration of the
CEO and staff who report to
the CEO;
■ Ensure compliance with all
disclosure requirements and
agreements with regulators;
■ Review the effectiveness of
the safety management
system (SMS) safety
oversight, member training
and insurance management
for APF; and
■ Approve delegated
authorities to Management
and the transactions beyond
Management’s delegations
of authority.
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Corporate Governance (cont’d)
BOARD COMMITTEES

Governance Committee
The Governance Committee
monitors, reviews and advises
the Board on governance issues,
including the APF Constitution,
Board performance assessment,
and regulatory, statutory and
policy issues. Committee
members in 2020 were:
■ John Swanland
(Chair from Nov 2020)
■ Dave Smith (Chair until Nov 2020)
■ Michael Binnie
■ Kelly Brennan (resigned 2020)
■ Jon Kent (resigned 2020)
Risk and Audit Committee
The Risk and Audit Committee
assists the Board in its oversight
responsibilities for all matters
related to risk management and
reporting, external and internal
ﬁnancial audit and ﬁnancial risk
management of the APF.
Committee members in 2020 were:
■ Andy Mulholland (Chair)
■ Vivian Merz
■ Neil Fergie
■ Thea O’Conor
Remuneration Committee
The Remuneration Committee
recommends appropriate
performance measures for the
CEO and determines his/her
remuneration. Committee
members in 2020 were:
■ Dave Smith (Chair)
■ Anna Van der Vlugt
■ Joe Stein
Information and
Communication
Technology Committee
The Information &
Communications Technology
(ICT) Committee develops
objectives and strategies for
addressing ICT issues in APF
parachuting operations.
Committee members in 2020 were:
■ Luke Oliver (Chair)
■ Trevor Collins
■ Craig Trimble
■ Jason Kerr
■ Simon Colmer (resigned 2020)

27

APF ANNUAL
REPORT 2020

Appeals Ofﬁcer and
Disciplinary Committee
The Appeals Ofﬁcer is appointed
by the Board as part of APF’s
misconduct policy and
procedures. When required,
some disciplinary matters
require the convening of a
Board-appointed Disciplinary
Committee.
The Disciplinary Committee is
not a standing committee, but
an ad-hoc committee as
referenced in the Misconduct
Policy and Procedures Manual
(MPPM). Membership of the
committee:
■ Rory Cunningham (Appeals
Ofﬁcer)
■ John Swanland
(from Nov 2020)

ASAO Key Appointed Persons
In accordance with the
requirements of CASR Part 149
Approved Self Administration
Organisations (ASAO) the APF
maintains an online register of
those appointed as a Key and
Appointed Person and those
persons who will substitute
when the incumbent is absent
or cannot carry out the duties of
the position.
■ Richard McCooey,
149 Accountable Manager
■ Charl Rootman, substitute
Accountable Manager
■ Dave Smith, 149 Safety Manager
■ Trevor Collins, substitute
149 Safety Manager

CEO-APPOINTED
COMMITTEES
Technical and Safety
Committee
The Technical and Safety
Committee’s main responsibility
is to assist with development
and implementation of technical
and safety matters, including the
Safety Management System
(SMS), and monitors regulatory
and statutory operational issues.

1

The members of the Technical
and Safety Committee are
responsible for key areas, with
each having busy portfolios in
their respective areas of
expertise. The Committee meets
regularly and continues to
oversee operational aspects
within the Federation.
■ Charl Rootman (Chair)
■ Dave Smith, Chair of the Board
■ Mike Tibbitts,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
■ Brandon Van Niekerk,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
■ Chippe Lindberg,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
■ Mark Edwards,
National Aviation Ofﬁcer
■ Trish Vogels,
National Rigging Ofﬁcer
Aviation Committee
The Aviation Committee
develops objectives and
strategies for addressing aviation
issues in APF parachuting
operations and for considering
changes to APF Exposition Part
4 – Aircraft Operations in
Support of Parachuting and the
Jump Pilot Manual. Committee
members in 2020 were:
■ Mark Edwards (Chair)
■ Ryan Roche
■ Jon McWilliam
■ Paul Smith
■ Pete Lonnon
■ Lloyd Coﬁeld
■ Travis Herbert
Sport and Competition
Committee
The Sport and Competition
Committee is tasked with
development and
implementation of sport and
competition skydiving matters.
It is responsible for advising the
CEO in fulﬁlling its oversight
responsibilities as those relating
to the policies for Sport and
Member Development goals in
the Strategic Plan. Committee
members in 2020 were:
■ Jules McConnel,
Sport Development Manager
(Chair)

2

3

Sport Development (Area
Coaches)
■ Shana Harris, NSW
■ Kristina Hicks, SQPC
■ Tim Kolln, NQPC
■ Matthew Muth, SAPC
■ Justin De Waard, VTPC
■ Matthew Holmes, WAPC
Competition
■ Jules McConnel,
National Coach
■ Gail Bradley,
National Judging Officer
■ Cole Ruthenberg,
National Competitions Officer
■ Mike Dyer, Accuracy Landing
■ Ash Saunders, Artistic Events
■ Martin Letch,
Canopy Formation
■ Selwyn Johnson,
Canopy Piloting
■ Craig Vaughan,
Formation Skydiving
■ Tim Golsby-Smith,
Vertical Formation Skydiving
■ Ash Crick, Speed Skydiving
■ Luke Rogers, Wingsuiting
Rigging Committee
The Rigging Committee
develops parachute certiﬁcation
and maintenance standards and
assists with associated issues
and for considering changes to
APF Exposition Part 5 – Parachute
Airworthiness. Committee
members in 2020 were:
■ Trish Vogels (Chair)
■ Tom Parker
■ Jo Chitty
■ Rory Hatchett
■ Nathan Potter
■ Koppel Solomon
Awards Committee
The Awards Committee assesses
nominations and reviews the
categories and criteria for
awards. Committee members in
2020 were:
■ Mariska Folley (Chair)
■ Neil Fergie
■ Sandy Nieuwenhoven
■ Andy Mulholland
■ Kate Vaughan

4

Funding Committee
The Funding Committee
develops guidelines for sports
development grants and
provides assistance to the APF
on other funding issues as
required. The Committee
considers applications for
certain levels of funding.
These levels are:
■ Level 2: Receive, assess and
approve applications for the
Fiona McEachern Sport
Development Fund
(FMSDF/Fi Fund) and make
recommendations to the CEO
or Sport Development
Manager
■ Level 3: Receive and assess
FMSDF applications and
make recommendations to
the Board.
Committee members in 2020
were:
■ Mark Szulmayer (Chair)
■ Kelly Brennan
■ Peta Holmes
■ Sandy Nieuwenhoven
■ Luke Oliver
Area Council Committees
APF Councils are established
under rules 7 and 24 of the
Constitution of the Australian
Parachute Federation Ltd as
committees of the APF.
The activities and performance
of the Councils can be perused
by reviewing the minutes of
council meetings. Additionally,
all members are welcome and
encouraged to attend and
become involved at council
meetings where various
positions and opportunities
exist each year. Current area
councils are:
■ North Queensland Parachute
Council
■ South Queensland Parachute
Council
■ New South Wales Parachute
Council

5
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■ Victorian Tasmanian
Parachute Council
■ South Australian Parachute
Council
■ West Australian Parachute
Council
■ Northern Territory Parachute
Council.
APF National Ofﬁcers
The National Ofﬁcers main
function is to provide technical
expertise to the APF industry
‘experts’ in key speciﬁc
operational areas. In 2020, the
following members held
National Ofﬁcer positions:
■ Mark Edwards,
National Aviation Ofﬁcer
■ Trish Vogels,
National Rigging Ofﬁcer
■ Cole Ruthenberg,
National Competitions
Ofﬁcer
■ Gail Bradley,
National Judging Ofﬁcer
■ Jules McConnel,
National Coach
■ Ronnie Perry, National Coach
(resigned 2020)
■ Mike Tibbitts,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
■ Brandon Van Niekerk,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
■ Chippe Lindberg,
Safety and Training Ofﬁcer
Other Key Appointed
Personnel
Delegates to ASAC
■ Grahame Hill
■ Richard McCooey (Alt)
Delegates to ASIANIA
■ Graeme Windsor
■ Ray Williams (Alt)
ISC Delegates
■ Gail Bradley
■ Mark Szulmayer (Alt)
PIA Delegates
■ Trish Vogels
■ Jo Chitty (Alt)

Above images: 1) 2020 - Jo Chitty. 2) 2019 – Richard McCooey and Trevor Collins at Parliament House.
3) 2019 – Charl Rootman & Mark Edwards at SafeSkies, Canberra. 4) 2020 – Melissa Harvie, Photo credit: Trish Vogels.
5) 1960 State Champs Packing Tables. 6) 2020 - Ronnie Perry Qld State Champs in Tully, Photo credit: Fitch Images
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DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY

2014 - Graham (Dixie) Lee receiving a
Service Award at 2014 APF Symposium

1982 – Katherine Rel Week

1992 – Paul Osborne and Dave McEvoy
APF Conference at Magnetic Island

2020 - Steve Fitchett
CRW Camp Tully

60 Years of Skydiving in Australia

2020 - Anna Van der Vlugt
at FNFF Tight Ass Boogie

1984/85 - Shane Sparks Corowa Nationals

Circa 1980 NSPC East Coast champs – Gene Birmingham, Grahame Hill, Bill Hindson, Colin Holt and
Claude Gillard along with members of the Parachute Training School at RAAF Williamtown

 


 



  
  

  
  
   
  
 
Cover image: Karo Kunnari & Jamie Lee Carter over Airlie Beach. Photo credit Marco DeBoni

